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Advancing the Arts



OUR CORE PURPOSE
Creating opportunities to elevate the human spirit.

OUR MISSION
Partnering to present memorable performances & 

provide inspired arts education for all.

OUR VISION
A vital source of exceptional cultural experiences.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michelle Freeman  •  Stephen Huttler  •  Christine Shreve  •  Sara Chase Carlson  •  L. Drexel Davison
Jose Somalo  •  Virginia Esteban-Somalo  •  Cathy Davies-Harmon  •  Marnie Oursler  •  Alan Levin

Patti Grimes, Executive Director

Advancing the arts in our rural community is no small task. It is one that we take on 
with responsibility and enthusiasm, with support from many. The honor of presenting and 
providing unique arts experiences is not one that we take lightly, but we know that it’s 
important. The best communities are those with a strong, vibrant arts presence, and in 
2015 we presented our most exciting and culturally rich season to date. Advancing the 
arts is a bold goal, but it’s in action on a small scale. Children who have painted in mural 
programs sponsored by the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation are now bringing their parents 
to performances at The Freeman Stage. Patrons who only attended national recording artists 
previously now return for ballet or Shakespeare. Our efforts are working...and we have you 
to thank for that.

Take pride in what you’ve helped to achieve. You’ve helped to make more than impacts...you 
have changed peoples lives. The ripple effects will be everlasting. Our actions are dependent 
upon your passion, and together we will continue to advance the arts in our community.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



73 EVENTS
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When we start the programming process each season, we seek out arts experiences that 
are unique, enriching, and entertaining.  Doing so, especially in an affordable manner, is no 
easy task. In 2015, we continued to offer a diverse selection of performances at The Freeman 
Stage at Bayside and throughout the community. These events included tribute bands, dance 
troupes, national recording artists, theatre productions, local performers on our Locals Under the 
Lights nights, global artists at Delaware Technical Community College, our annual Arts & Jazz 
Festival, a special evening for military veterans and their families for Operation SEAs the Day, 
painting workshops in local middle schools, and more.  All together, 670 artists performed on 
our stage in 2015. Our patrons and supporters enjoy this varied offering of arts experiences, and 
that’s what we’re all about...creating opportunities to elevate the human spirit.



16 NATIONAL RECORDING ARTISTS
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No one would have ever dreamt that rock and roll legends Heart would perform in 
Selbyville, Delaware...but they did, and they rocked the house. Heart was 1 of 16 national 
recording artists to take our stage in 2015. That group included Daryl Hall & John Oates, The 
Beach Boys, Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue, Melissa Etheridge, Blondie, The Wailers, Heart, 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Indigo Girls, Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Colbie Caillat, Christina Perri, 
Rachel Platten, Lyle Lovett & His Large Band, Rusted Root, and Aaron Tippin. When these artists 
come into town, the buzz from the community is louder than the sound that comes out of the 
speakers. With such talents on our stage, our simple venue becomes an intimate arena. Not only 
do these performances provide unforgettable experiences for our patrons, the revenue generated 
from those shows allows us to bring arts experiences back into the community.



56,236 PATRONS

JOSHUA M. FREEMAN FOUNDATION 2015 ANNUAL REPORT6

Each year, The Freeman Stage at Bayside seems to become less and less of a secret.  Our 
8th season was another record breaking season, setting the bar higher than it’s ever been 
before with 56,236 patrons enjoying a unique arts experience at the Stage or at various other 
opportunities that the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation sponsored in the community. That means 
since 2008, over 260,000 people have come through our gates. There were thousands of 
date nights, girls nights, family nights, and experiences shared between friends or community 
groups at The Freeman Stage in 2015. Ticket buyers came from 41 states, proving again that The 
Freeman Stage has become an arts destination in the Mid Atlantic region. Our vision is to be a 
vital source of exceptional cultural experiences. We believe that vision has become a reality for 
many of our loyal patrons and supporters. 



10,971 ARTS IN EDUCATION IMPACTS
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Our Mission: Partnering to present memorable performances and provide inspired arts 
education for all.  In 2015, we were able to present those performances and provide that arts 
education to nearly 11,000 guests. Whether it was bringing Shakespeare to a local high school, 
continuing our mural painting program with artist John Donato in local middle schools, or 
bringing students from THEARC (Town Hall Education Arts Recreation Campus) in Southeast DC 
to meet Preservation Hall Jazz Band, we are constantly looking for ways to expose those to the 
arts who have been underexposed. We recognize the absence of the arts in our area, and we do 
our best to make sure that those in our community, especially children, are given the chance to 
see, and even participate in, a live arts experience.



6,100 VOLUNTEER HOURS
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When you visit The Freeman Stage at Bayside, most likely the first smiling face you see 
is that of one of our loyal volunteers.   In 2015, we grew our volunteer corps to nearly 150 
members, and they contributed 6,100 hours of service...a 64% increase compared to 2014! Given 
that our full time staff is so small, we depend heavily on volunteers at The Freeman Stage, out 
in the community, and occasionally assisting in our office. In 2015 alone, their donated time had 
a value of nearly $130,000 (based upon the 2013 Independent Sector rate for Delaware) and 
there’s simply no way that our organization could be as effective without their time and talents. 
Though our volunteers may vary greatly in their life stages and motivations, they all share one 
common theme...a love for the arts and their community. 



300 STAGE SPONSORSHIPS
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Though some sponsors have reserved seating for many performances, the real benefit is 
what they are helping to provide for the entire audience.  Without the generous support 
of our record breaking 300 Freeman Stage Sponsors in 2015, our vision of being a vital source 
of exceptional cultural experiences would not be a reality. These individuals, families, and 
businesses—our “sponsors”—share a mutual commitment to our community and a belief in our 
mission. It’s humbling to see the path that some sponsors take. Some start off as volunteers or 
seasonal employees who further their commitment and become a sponsor. Many area businesses 
start off as individual ticket buyers who want to be a part of something exciting and impactful in 
the community. Whatever path they take, we are thankful for their support each year.



4 FUNDRAISING EVENTS
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Though traditional fundraising efforts are essential to our organization, occasionally we 
also host special fundraising events that put the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation and The 
Freeman Stage at Bayside in the spotlight with potential new supporters.    In 2015, we had 
4 such fundraising events: The White Party, the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation Golf Tournament 
and the accompanying Black & Tan Celebration, and the newest event — Harvest, Harmony, and 
Hops. Not only are these sold out events fun for our guests, they are educational. Our guests 
walk away with a new (or renewed) awareness about how our organization is trying to bring arts 
awareness into the community. 
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PARTNERS & GRANTS
The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation received financial support at the $10,000 level or above from the 
following community partners:

TODAY MEDIA, INC.
DELMARVA MEDIA GROUP

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation received partial funding support for The Freeman Stage at Bayside 
from grants received and/or administered by:

The Carl M. Freeman Foundation, established in 1960, has a long history of supporting nonprofit organizations 
– both large and small.  The Foundation commits its time, talent and treasure to facilitate, support and promote 
innovative community-based leadership and giving.  The Carl M. Freeman Foundation has been a substantial 
source of support of the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation since its inception. Other support is growing, but 
sustainability for the long term will  require continuing growth in broad based community support, such as from 
the partners above.

Mr. & Mrs. Peter (Jerry) Fitzgerald, Sr. 
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16 Mile Brewing Co., Inc.
A Red Carpet Event, LLC
Action Watercraft, Inc.
Adam Arminger
Adam Brown
Adrienne & Charles Goldstein
Al & Rose Marie Lathrop
Alan Levin
Alan Meltzer
Alva & Bob Hutchison
Amale & Joe Gaffney
Andrew & Minnie Witzel
Ann & Brian Bryan
Ann French & Roger Tubbs
Anne Powell 
Anne R. Kline
Anonymous
Art Willers
Arts Consulting Group, Inc.
Ashburn Asphalt
Avrim & Vicki Topel
Bad Hair Day?, Inc.
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Barbara Melone
Barry & Debbie Huber
Bart & Margy Crivella
Bayside Gazette/OC Today
Becker Morgan Group, Inc.
Beebe Healthcare
Ben & Sara Waide
Bethany Blues BBQ Pit
Bethany Dental Associates PA
Bethany Tennis Club
Betsy & Joel Patten
Bill & Erin Truchan
Bill & J.J. Beers
Bill & Joan Winters
Bill & Patti Walsh
Bill & Sonia Franklin
Billy & Jen Scott
Blane & Victoria Dodson
Bob & Jan Parsons
Bob & Jan Sliwa
Bonnie & Paul DiFebo
Borcz Dixon, Inc.
Brandywine Senior Living at Fenwick Island
Brian & Nikki Munro
Brice & Kathy Cropper
Bronfman E.L. Rothschild
Bruce & Linda Pollekoff
Bunting & Murray Construction Corporation
Candice Evans
Candy Kitchen Shoppes, Inc.
Cape Henlopen School District
Caren & Nigel Martin
Carey & Karen Dolan
Carl M. Freeman Companies
Carl M. Freeman Foundation
Carol & Jim Becker
Carol & Lewis Owens
Carol Ann Stern
Carole & Gary Siegel
Carolyn & Jack Smith
Cathy Abbott
Cathy Davies-Harmon & Darren Harmon
Cathy Savage
Charles & JoAnne Longo
Charles & Martha Grimes
Chavatel Builders
Chris & Diane Pohanka
Chris & Larry Snyder/Imperial Stone Paving
Chris & Marylou Reith
Chris & Ray Aumiller
Chris, Becky, Meg & Anna Marie Garland
Chuck & Carol Bode

Clark Family
Coastal Point
Coastal Tented Events
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Comcast Spotlight
Congressional Bank
Cooper Carry
Craig & Mary Silverthorne
Creative Concepts of Bethany, Inc.
Crisafulli Family
CW Wealth Management Group at UBS
Daniel & Lisa Dionisio
Daniel & Sherry Billig
Daryl & Cindy Hancock
Daryle Bobb
Dave & Annette Levitsky
Dave & Karen Lieberman
David & Barbara Weitzer
David & Gwen Murphy
David & Melissa Kushner
David & Regina Donald
David C. & Jamie F. Doane
David J. Hartig
David Marky
David Penn
Debbie Cooper Scully
Debby Waitkus
Deborah Trone & David Meyers
Delaware Beach Life
Delaware Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Dalaware Technical & Community College
Delaware Today/Today Media
Delmarva Media Group
Delmarva Public Radio
Dempsey Family
Dennis & Cindy McCarty
Dennis & Deb Conway
Dennis & Kathleen Wright
Derek & Becky Abbott
Derrick Christiano & Stephanie Smith
Diana Gowen
Diane DiEgidio
DiFebo’s Restaurant
Dillon Family
DJ & Trish Monagle
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery
Dominic & Carolyn Finelli
Don & Dianne Harlacher
Don Grace
Donna & Richard Perlmutter
Doug Lopez
Dover Rent-All Tents & Events
Dr. & Mrs. Falls
Dr. & Mrs. Herb Herscowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey M. Cooper
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Medalie
Dr. Anthony & Franceska Villare
Dr. John W. Bausch, Jr. & Janice Bausch
Eagle Bank
Ed & Donna Grimes
EDiS Company
Edward T. Dougherty, Jr., Delmarva Sedation Dentistry 
Elise & Stu Rubenstein
Elizabeth Nibley
Emily & Neil Kishter
Emmy & John McNamara
Erik & Colleen Windrow
Eunice Carpitella
Fenwick Float-ors
Fisher’s Popcorn
FitzGerald Properties Real Estate Management, LLC
Flubacher Family
Francis C. Solt
Gabor & Nancy Zsebo
Gail Merriam

Gail Mitkoff & Gary Hoffman
Garth & Maggie Troescher
Gary & Debbie Wagoner
Gary Cohen
Gayle W. Widdowson
GE Foundation
George, Miles & Buhr LLC
Giant Food
Glenn & Sarah Grady
Global Delaware Fund
Green Light Retail Real Estate
Greg & Cindy Larson
Greg & Lisa Smith
Gynny & Richard Katon
Helen Ann Smith
Henry & Barbara Ridgely
Hertrich Family of Automobile Dealerships
Hickman Beach Plaza
Howard & Ellen Reitkopp
Howard & Kathleen Crossan
HOY en Delaware Newspaper
Hughie & Tina McBride
Hugo Voogd & Linda MacLeish
Integrity Windows and Doors
Image Engineering
Jack & Carla Markell
Jack & Joan Gordon
Jack & Patricia Warden
Jack Berberian
Jackie Wood
Jacob Durham
Jake & Sara Booth
James & Theresa Rupp
Jamie & Tim Frank
Jamie Schwartzberg
Jay & Nora Murray
Jay Delp Productions
Jayme Rhoads
Jeannie Hodges
Jeff & Lisa Osias
Jennifer Bowers & Karen Plocharski
Jennifer Hughes
Jim & Alyce Kyger
Jim & Diane Simpson
Jim & Jan Perdue
Jim & Sherry Martinovich
Jimmy’s Kitchen
Joan McVaugh
Jodi B. Macklin Interior Design
Joe & Tina Pipitone
Joe Baxley
Joel & Margaret Eisemann
Joel & Patti Weidermann
John & Amy Chay
John & Dee Aniunas
John & Donna Sondberg
John & Gina Bennett
John & Marci Derr
John & Mimi Rottiers
John & Wendy Schilling
John Fernstrom
John L. Porter, Jr & Bonita D. Porter
Johnny Crabcakes
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts Program
Jon Barber
Joseph & Mary Angle
Joseph Gordy
Joyce & Dr. Robert Landsman, Dazzle Gift Shop
Julie Bender Silver
Karen & Thomas Dwyer
Karen Sergison & Joe Finnerty
Kathleen Kiernan
Kathleen Matthews
Kathy & David Green
Kathy & Paul Berkebile

532 DONORS
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Kathy Jankowski
Kawa Family
Keane  Enterprises, Inc.
Keith & Melanie Pauley
Ken & Sandy Taras
Kevin & Emily Powderly
Kevin & Lisa Collison
Kip Johnson & Judy Brocies
Kurt & Gail Zanelotti
Kyle & Donna Miller
L. Dressel
L.F. Jennings, Inc.
Larrimore Family
Larry E. Stewart
Larry Shulman & Sam Spiritos
Lee & Jacqueline Jennings
Lee & Sparky
LeeSe Keith
Legum & Norman, Inc.
Len & Kathy Martin
Leon & Arleen Taub
Leslie & Lois Alperstein
Leslie Kopp Group
Linda & Evan Federman
Lisa Gallagher
Lisa Roy
Lisa Sweeney
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Loretta Ehrler
Lori & Stuart Levin
Lou & Barbi Hyman
Lucille Asemsio
Major & Joyce Travers
Malcolm Mellington, III
Marc & Nancy Duber
Marc, Patti & Marisa Grimes
Mario & Dana Morino
Marnie Custom Homes
Mars Super Markets
Marvin & Christine Oursler
Marvin & Jane Long
Mary & Larry Judge
Mary Appollina & Pam Petill
Mary Conte
Matt & Jackie Burns
Matt Kinnahan
Maureen G. Eisenhart
Maureen Maguire
Meltzer Group
Meri & Don Picard
Michael “Montego Mike” Grimes
Michael & Denise Kelleher
Michael & Karen Kuta
Michael & Tracy Karlewicz
Michael Guerrieri/Guerrieri Family Foundation
Michelle Fager
Michelle Freeman
Mickie Crimone
Mid South Audio
Monica Viana
Morgan Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Creutzer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. R. Judson Scaggs
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Whetzel
Myron & Ellen Asher
Nage Catering
Nan & Randy Dove
Nancy & Gordon Green
Nancy Kleinstuber Carey
Nanticoke Surgical Associates, Dr. Stephen Carey
Nantuckets and Lobster Shanty Restaurants
Neil & Lindsay Maurer
Nick Campbell
Nick Cerchio & Aino Pulles

Norine & George Watson
Norma Henriksen
NV Homes
Olin Corporation Charitable Trust
Pam Marquess
Pam Smith
Parker Rodriguez, Inc.
Patricia & Miles Weigold
Patrick & Suzanne Davis
Patti Christopher
Paul & Faith Denault
Paul E. & Sharon Dillon
Paula & Bob Kelly
Pete & Karen Galatro
Pete & Terry Stea
Pete Wimbrow
Peter Bogetti & Linda Lewis
Peter J. & Martha FitzGerald, Jr.
Peter J. FitzGerald, Sr.
Phil & Peggy Maher
Philip & Mary Sue DiFebo
Philip Leibovitz
Phillips Family
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
PMB Associates, LLC
PNC Bank
Pohanka Automotive of Salisbury, Inc.
Polly Harshbarger
Preferred Electric, Inc.
ProSkate LLC
Raymond & Janet McCabe
Red Wing Shoe Store
ResortQuest Real Estate
Richard & Christine Disabatino
Richard & Claudia Fischer
Richard & Cookie Humphreys
Richard & Kim Freedman
Richard & Nancy LaMotte
Richard & Sue Basford
Rick & Janis King
Rick Alcode
Rob & Whitney Henry
Robert & Alice Martinelli
Robert & Celine Stuart
Robert & Charlotte DiFebo
Robert & Eileen Brennan
Robert & Joanne Levy
Robert & Mary Shue
Robert & Michelle Kunisch
Robert Meade
Robin & Michael Duer
Robin Yates & Carter Howell
Roger & Ginny Hartmuller
Ron & Candice Gray
Ron & Damien Golden
Ron & Heather Michaud
Ron & Julie Halteman
Ron Miller
Ross & Melodie Cropper
Roy & Victoria Williams
Ruth & Bob Cope
Saks Fifth Avenue
Samolsky Family
Sandra Love
Sandy Scitti & Art Jakovics
Sara Chase Carlson
Schell Brothers LLC
Scot & Kim Hare
Scott & Patrice Brickman
Shannon Smith & Valerie Harmke, REALTORS
Shari Goodman
Shawver Family
Shore Home Improvements, LLC
Shreve Bowersox, P.C.
Sid & Mary Jo Burkot

SoDel Concepts
Sodoka, Inc.
Sposato Landscape Company, Inc.
Standard Distributing
Stephen Alexander
Steve & Mary Connell
Steven & Harriet Meltzer
Structura, Inc.
Susan & John Anders
Susan J. Wallace
Susan Nielsen
Suzanne E. Worrall
Sysco Eastern Maryland
T. & C. Brown
T. Michael & Elizabeth Nally
Tamara Jobe & Teresa Figgs
Tami & Murray Oltman
Terry & Maureen Griffith
Terry Plowman
The Dispatch
The Meoli Companies
Thom Young
Thomas & Elizabeth Cullen
Thomas & Jane DiGirolamo
Thomas Kramedas
Tidewater Utilities, Inc.
Tina Kramedas
Todd & Candace Hickman
Tom & Barbara Egan Family
Tom & Karin Freedman
Tom & Karla Morgan
Tom & Mona Clawson
Tom & Nancy Cole
Tom Bowersox & Christine Shreve
Tom Cirigliano
Tom Collins
Tom Winner
Tony & Eileen DeMichael
Trexler Foundation-Jeff Abarbanel & David Goldner
Trish & Joel Schechtman
Troon Golf
Twig & Charlie Burton
UBS Financial Services
United Bank
United Distributors
Vance & Sherri Mitzner
Vendini, Inc.
Verizon Foundation
Vic & Stephanie Cohen
Vicky & Jack Cairns
Warren & Jody Hayden
Wayne & Roberta Lednum
William E. Pease, MD
William & Toni Karlin
WSFS Bank

In Memory / In Honor Of:
Julie Gail Beisel 
Bill Hamilton
Josh Freeman
Michelle Freeman
Eileen Drake Kowal
Sarah French

$1,174 AVERAGE DONATION

Based on donations of $150 or more
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2015 FINANCIALS
unaudited

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)3 public charity.

REVENUE & SUPPORT       $ in Thousands 
Ticket & Concession Sales (net of Cost of Goods Sold)  $  1,573
Fundraising & Sponsorships (including In-kind Donations)       913
Contributions            149
Grants - Local, State, Regional, Foundations        315
Interest & Investment Income          111

TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT     $             3,061

PRINCIPAL EXPENSES 
Performance & Related Expenses     $             2,302
Fundraising Expenses           452
Management & General Expenses          128

TOTAL EXPENSES       $             2,882

Ticket & Concession Sales

Fundraising & Sponsorships

Contributions

Grants

Interest & Investment Income

51%

30%

5%

10%

4%

TOTAL
UNRESTRICTED

REVENUE
& SUPPORT

Performance & Related Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

Management & General Expenses

80%

16%

4%

TOTAL
EXPENSES
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As we look towards our 
9th season at The Freeman 
Stage at Bayside, we 
realize that our capacity to 
advance the arts is being 
limited by our physical 
space. When the Joshua 
M. Freeman Foundation 
built The Freeman Stage in 
2008, we never imagined 
that it would host nearly 60 
performances each summer. 
As well, we didn’t anticipate 
the significant need for the 
arts in our community and 
schools, and the work that it 
takes to present them. 

Our venue, our staff, 
our support, and our 
expectations must grow. 
It can’t happen overnight 
though, and we will continue 
to rely on the support of 
our patrons, volunteers, and 
sponsors to help us along 
the way.

Thank you for joining us on 
this most important journey 
of advancing the arts. We 
could not do it without you.

LOOKING AHEAD

Advancing the Arts: 2015 in review
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31556 Winterberry Parkway
Selbyville, DE 19975

freemanfoundation.org

Enjoy this Stage in your life!


