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Making the arts possible
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2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michelle Freeman, President
Christine Shreve
Sara Chase Carlson
L. Drexel Davison
Jose Somalo 
Virginia Esteban-Somalo
Cathy Davies-Harmon
Alan Levin
Dr. Vincent Killeen

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Patti Grimes

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization, donations to which may be tax deductible. A 
copy of our current financial statement is available upon 
request by contacting the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation at 
31556 Winterberry Parkway, Selbyville, DE 19975 or 302-
436-3015. For information related to state fundraising and 
solicitation requirements, please visit www.freemanstage.org

This program is supported, in part, by a grant from the Delaware 
Division of the Arts, a state agency, in partnership with the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts events 
on www.DelawareScene.comMaking the arts possible
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Michelle Freeman with Yo-Yo Ma after 
his 2016 performance with the Silk Road 
Ensemble at The Freeman Stage at Bayside.

Since 2007, we have worked to make 
the arts possible in the Mid-Atlantic 
region. Through our Arts in Education 
program and The Freeman Stage at 
Bayside, we have been influenced 
and influencers in the arts. While 
it may have been an arts desert 
before, we’ve taken great strides in 
being a destination of joy — through 
beautiful music, great performers and 
a generous community. We are quite 
proud of the experiences and impacts 
we’ve made to over 322,000 patrons 
who’ve visited The Freeman Stage. In 
2016, we continued to enhance lives, 
whether it was through performances 
by The Silk Road Ensemble and 
Yo-Yo Ma or hosting more than 
8,000 students in May for an Arts 
in Education program … our largest 
group to date.

The arts have always been a place 
to celebrate adversity and diversity — 
what we offer at The Freeman Stage 
is a respite from life, to come and 
experience joy. 

And none of this is possible without 
your support … you’ve helped change 
people’s lives. As we continue to grow 
and expand our reach, your support 
will continue to make an incredible 
difference. Thank you for being our 
partner in making the arts possible.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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90

Our goal at The Freeman Stage is to ensure our patrons have a memorable 

experience while enjoying a diverse selection of programming. Generations of 

families, neighbors and friends are able to come to The Freeman Stage and 

delight in performances, such as dance, the symphony, theatre productions, 

tribute acts and national recording artists. We’ve set ourselves apart by being 

a vital source of cultural experiences and presenting this varied offering in an 

intimate setting everyone can enjoy.

PERFORMANCES
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15
National Recording Artists

76
Days of performances

407
Performers on stage
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18,912
ARTS IN EDUCATION 
GUESTS

In 2016, nearly 19,000 students in Sussex County and on Delmarva participated 

in a variety of arts experiences through our Arts in Education program. Whether it 

was creating a piece in our legacy mural project, connecting with the arts through 

our hip hop history workshop, finding their voice in our poetry program or watching 

the Washington National Opera — students from elementary to high school were 

involved in the arts in ways they might not be able to, otherwise. As we continue to 

create opportunities to elevate the human spirit and enrich lives, we look forward 

to advancing our Arts in Education program in local schools.
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9
Participating School Districts

41
Arts in Education Events

3
Completed Mural Projects
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62,381
PATRONS

Our 9th season at The Freeman Stage continued to break records with more 

than 62,000 patrons experiencing unique arts performances at the Stage. This 

means, since 2008, more than 322,000 people have come through our gates 

and enjoyed date night, girls night or a night of family fun! Whether it was their 

first visit or they’ve come for years, our patrons have made us an arts destination 

in the mid-Atlantic region.
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13,908
VOLUNTEER HOURS

2016 was a big year for our volunteer program. Not only did we see our largest 

number of participants, but the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation volunteers were 

one of the recipients of the 2016 Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer Service Award 

for the state of Delaware!  This was a coveted and well-deserved honor for our 

volunteers as it would not be possible to further our mission — at The Freeman 

Stage and in schools — without these dedicated individuals. We are truly thankful 

for their commitment, hard work, love of the arts and their community.
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302
STAGE SPONSORSHIPS

Our mission at the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation and The Freeman Stage is 

to make sure we continue to create opportunities for our community, especially 

children, to have access to diverse cultural and arts experiences. Our sponsorship 

program is an opportunity for individuals and businesses to be our partner in 

providing the arts to our region. We are so thankful for their support and desire to 

be a part of something impactful in the community.
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7
FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Traditional fundraising efforts, such as Dine & Donates, are essential to our 
organization. However, we also host special fundraising events that put the 
Joshua M. Freeman Foundation and The Freeman Stage at Bayside in the 
spotlight with potential new supporters. In 2016, we had four such fundraising 
events: The White Party, the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation Golf Tournament 
and the accompanying Black & Tan Celebration, as well as the Spaghetti Dinner. 
Not only are these events fun for our guests, they are educational. Our guests walk 
away with a new (or renewed) awareness about how our organization is bringing 
arts awareness into the community and our schools. 
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A GROWING
TEAM

Growth at the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation and The Freeman Stage is a 

word we use often when looking back over the last nine seasons. In all avenues — 

patrons, artists, volunteers, sponsors, etc. — we’ve seen tremendous growth since 

2008.  To better accommodate that growth, we added to our staff this year. In 

2016, six new full-time employees joined the Joshua M. Freeman Foundation. 

These individuals joined a team who work hard to ensure the joy of the arts 

continues to enrich people’s lives on Delmarva.
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PARTNERS
& GRANTS

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation received financial 
support at the $10,000 level or above from the 

following community partners:

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation received partial funding support for The Freeman 
Stage at Bayside from grants received and/or administered by:

DELMARVA MEDIA GROUP

HB Fashions, Inc.

Kimmerly Messick & Palmer and Sandy Gillis Michelle Freeman & Family

TODAY MEDIA, INC.
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16 Mile Brewing Co.
Al & Rose Lathrop
Alan Levin
Alan Meltzer
Alesi Construction & Renovation, Inc.
All States Construction
All-Span, Inc.
Alva & Bob Hutchison
Amale & Joe Gaffney
Amanda Whiting
Ann & Brian Bryan
Ann French & Roger Tubbs
Anne & Dennis Sullivan
Anonymous
Apple Electric
Ashburn Asphalt
Atlantic Liquors
Avrim & Vicki Topel
Bad Hair Day?, Inc.
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Barbara & Charles Bernier
Barry & Carole Depew
Bayside Wine and Spirits
Becker Morgan Group
Beebe Healthcare
Bethany Blues
Big Fish Grill
Bill & Debbie Zimmer
Bill & J.J. Beers
Bill & Jeanne Hennessy
Bill & Patti Walsh
Bill & Sonia Franklin
Bill Dockman
Billy & Jen Scott
Bob & Diane Shawver
Bob & Jan Parsons
Bob & Jan Sliwa
Bob & Rhonda Frick
Bob Bratt
Bonnie DiFebo
Borcz Dixon, Inc.
Brasure’s Carpet Care, Inc.
Breakthru Beverage
Brian & Nicole Munro
Brice & Kathy Cropper

Bunting & Murray Construction Corporation
Cameron & Tracye Williams
Cape Gazette
Caren & Nigel Martin
Carey & Karen Dolan
Carl M. Freeman Companies
Carol & Jim Becker
Carol L. Patsel
Carol Robbins
Carolina Street Garden & Home
Caroline Pisano
Carolyn & Jack Smith
Casual Designs Furniture
Catherine Carroll
Cathy & Doug King
Cathy Abbott
Cathy Davies-Harmon & Darren Harmon
Chris & Diane Pohanka
Chris & Marylou Reith
Chris & Ray Aumiller
Chris, Becky, Meg & Anna Marie Garland
Christopher Weidman
Chuck & Carol Bode
Chuck Pemberton & Jayne Kline
Cindy Benedetti
Clark Family
Coastal Maytag
Coastal Tented Events
Coca Cola Bottling Company Consolidated
Comcast Cable
Congressional Bank
Craig & Mary Silverthorne
Creative Concepts
Crisafulli Family
Crooked Hammock Brewpub LLC
Cynthia Strouse
Dale & Patricia Larrimore
Dan & Robyn Cronin
Daniel & Sherry Billig
Daniel Levin
Dave & Annette Levitsky
Dave & Karen Lieberman
Dave Chakola
David & Dorie Harz
David & Gwen Murphy

David & Jamie Doane
David & Margaret Elechko
David & Melissa Kushner
David & Michele Whetzel
David & Regina Donald
David Duber
David J. Hartig
David Narkiello
David Witmer
DeBellis + Ferrara
Deborah Trone & David Meyers
Debra & Richard Ciamacca
Delaware Community Foundation
Delaware Electric Cooperative
Delmarva Media Group
Delmarva Public Radio
Denise Beam, State Farm Insurance
Dennis & Cindy McCarty
Dennis Cotter
Dennis Wright
Derrick & Stephanie Smith Christiano
Design & Integration
Diane DiEgidio
Dianne Kagay
DiFebo’s Restaurant
Dillon Family
Dogfish Head
Don & Dianne Harlacher
Donald Grace & Nancy Smith
Donna & Richard Perlmutter
Donna Cafritz
Doug & Brenda Phillips
Douglas & Mary Ellen Van Rees
Dover Rent-All Tents & Events
Dr. & Mrs. Falls
Dr. & Mrs. Herb Herscowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Lynch
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey M. Cooper
Dr. & Mrs. John C. Lynch
Dr. Daniel & Susan Cuozzo
Dr. John & Janice Bausch
Drs. Greg & Ellen Bahtiarian
Eagle Bank
Ed & Donna Grimes 

OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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Edward & Iona Dougherty,
Delmarva Sedation Dentistry
Elise & Stu Rubenstein
Elizabeth Smith
Emily & Neil Kishter
Emmy & John McNamara
Estate of Linda Gabriel
Eunice Carpitella, Transformative Dynamics
Fenwick Float-ors
Fisher’s Popcorn
FitzGerald Family
Fox’s Pizza Den
Frank & Allison Palmer
Franklin P. & Arthur W. Perdue Foundation, Inc.
Fred Kawa
G. Robert & Betty Medalie
Gabor & Nancy Zsebo
Gail & Eddie Zuskin
Gail Mitkoff & Gary Hoffman
Garth & Maggie Troescher,  
Garth Enterprises Ltd.
Gary & Carole Siegel
Gayle W. Widdowson
GE Foundation
George, Miles & Buhr LLC
Gerald & Emily Hocker
Giant Foods LLC
Gilner Family
Glenn & Sarah Grady
Graham Shue
Greg & Cindy Larson
Gregory Resutek
Gregory & Michel Curtin
Grotto Pizza
Gynny & Richard Katon
H. Meredith Palmer
Harvey Goodman
Headlines Salon
Heather’s HomeWorks LLC
Heavy Seas
Henry & Barbara Ridgely
Hertrich Family of Automobile Dealerships
Hickman Beach Plaza LLC
Hills - Matt, Anna, Kate, Maddie & Henry
Hit the Deck Patio and Outdoor Furniture

Hooked Up Restaurant
Howard & Ellen Reitkopp
Howard & Kathleen Crossan
Hoy en Delaware
Hughie & Tina McBride
Hugo Boss
Hugo Voogd & Linda MacLeish
Image Engineering
Imperial Stone Paving/Chris & Larry Snyder
Ingrid Yerger
Jack & Joan Gordon
Jackson & Patricia Warden
Jacqueline Dillon
Jake & Sara Booth
Jake Harris
James & Kimberley Logan
James Knott
Jason McFadden
Jeff & Karen Barker
Jeff & Lisa Osias
Jeffrey Fried & Sherry Michalik
Jennifer Bowers & Karen Plocharski
Jennifer Hughes
Jill, Steve & Nick Mikros
Jim & Annemarie Dickerson
Jim & Diane Simpson
Jim & Jan Perdue
Jim Ehrler
Jim Hershfeld
Jim Kress
Joan & Barry Rosenthal
Joan McVaugh
Joe & Tina Pipitone
Joe Renzi
Joel & Margaret Eisemann
Joel & Patti Wiedermann
John & Dee Aniunas
John & Donna Sondberg
John & Marci Derr
John & Mimi Rottiers
John & Susan Anders
John & Wendy Schilling
John Girouard
John Kelley
John R. Fernstrom, Jr.

John Tiberi
Johnson & Johnson
Jose & Virginia Somalo
Joseph & Sheri Sparco
Joseph Gordy
Joyce & Dr. Robert Landsman, 
Dazzle Gift Shop, Village Gift Gallery
Julie Bender Silver
Karen & Steve Pillets
Karin Freedman
Kathleen Matthews
Kathy & David Green
Kathy Jankowski
Kathy Kiernan
Keane Enterprises, Inc.
Keith & Melanie Pauley
Ken & Sandy Taras
Kent & Bobbe Stephan
Kent & Pat Mitchell
Kerri Larkin
Kevin & Emily Powderly
Kevin & Lisa Collison
Kevin & Tricia Jablon 
Kevin Murphy
Kimmerly Messick
Kip Johnson & Judy Brocies
Kit & Jose Guzman
Kurt & Gail Zanelotti
Kyle Miller
Larrimore Family
Lauren Alberti & Bobby Hush
Lauren Zupnik
Lawrence Lavezzo
Leah Reynolds & Karen Sundquist
Lee & Jacqueline Jennings

Support that make the arts possible

continued

Based on donations of $150 or more
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Lee & Sparky
Lee Schalk
Len & Kathy Martin
Lenny Bloom
Leon & Arlene Taub
Linda & Evan Federman
Linda & Joe Outlaw
Lisa & Joe Sabelhaus
Lisa C. Sweeney
Lisa Condon
Lisa Freeland
Lisa Gilley
Lisa Roy
Logan Avenue Ventures
Lois Alperstein
Lord’s Landscaping, Inc.
Lori & Stuart Levin
Lorna & Dave Cahn
Lou & Barbi Hyman
Louis Owens
Lynn Green
Mal & Louise Mellington
Marc & Nancy Duber
Marc & Patti Grimes
Margaret Hertrich
Margy & Bart Crivella
Marikate Finnegan
Mario & Dana Morino
Marisa Grimes
Mark & Karen Prettyman Huston
Mark & Linda Strauss
Mark & Mary Ann Ronald
Mars Super Markets
Mary & Larry Judge
Mary Appollina & Pam Petill
Matt & Jackie Burns
Matt & Susan Kehoe
Max, Liza, Kat & Mason
Mauria Stein
Max’s, LLC
Meltzer Group
Melvin & Mary Ann Bemis
Meri & Don Picard
Merrill Cohen
Michael “Montego Mike” Grimes

Michael & Denise Kelleher
Michael & Jayme Rhoads
Michael & Marianne Kelly
Michael Dickinson
Michael Gershenfeld
Michael Guerrieri/Guerrieri Family 
Foundation
Michael Jahnigen
Michael Lee
Michelle Fager
Michelle Freeman
Michener I, LLC
Mid South Audio
Monica & Patrick Danna
Moore & Rutt, P.A.
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Chay
Mr. & Mrs. R. Judson Scaggs
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Clawson
Mr. Wash
Muffie Marvel
Myron & Ellen Asher
Nage Catering
Nan & Randy Dove
Nancy Eberhardt
Nancy Kleinstuber Carey
Nanticoke Surgical Associates,
Dr. Stephen Carey
Nantucket’s Restaurant & Lobster Shanty
Nicholas Freeman
Nicholaus Campbell
Nick Cerchio, Aino Pulles & William McCulley
Nick Vassos
Norine & George Watson
Norma Henriksen
NV Homes
Olin Corporation Charitable Trust
Pam Smith
Patrick & Roseann McGeehin
Patrick & Susan Reppert
Patrick & Suzanne Davis
Patty Waxman
Paul E. & Sharon Dillon
Paul Englert
Paul Townsend
Pete & Karen Galatro

Pete & Kathy Manzo
Peter Ayers Wimbrow, III
Peter Bogetti & Linda Lewis
Phil & Peggy Maher
Philip & Mary Sue DiFebo
PMB Associates LLC
PNC Foundation
Poe & Oliver
Pohanka Toyota of Salisbury
Polly Harshbarger
ProSkate LLC
Ralph & Siobhan Rather
Red Wing Shoes
ResortQuest Real Estate
Rhonda Frick
Richard & Christine DiSabatino, EdiS 
Company
Richard & Cookie Humphreys
Richard & Nancy LaMotte
Richard & Sue Basford
Richard Schwartz
Rita Hughes
Rob & Whitney Henry
Robert & Alice Martinelli
Robert & Charlotte DiFebo
Robert & Eileen Brennan
Robert & Mary Shue
Robert Katz
Robin M. Yates
Roger & Ginny Hartmuller
Ron & Candice Gray
Ron & Charlene Miller
Ron & Heather Michaud
Ron & Julie Halteman
Ronald & Kathleen Serabian
Rose Cassidy
Roxana Volunteer Fire Co.
Roy & Victoria Williams
Russ Mullen & Rose Walker
Saks Fifth Avenue
Samolsky Family
Sandy & Palmer Gillis
Sara Chase Carlson
Sara Gilmour
Schell Brothers LLC

OUR GENEROUS DONORS
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Scot & Kim Hare
Scott & Jenifer Edmonston
Scott Brickman
Scott Kammerer
Sea Level Designs/Tami & Murray Oltman
Sean Gradomski & Dr. Natalie Brown
Shannon Smith, Realtor,
The Beach Home Group
Sharp Energy
Shreve Bowersox, P.C.
SoDel Concepts
Sposato Landscape Company, Inc.
Standard Distributing Company, Inc.
Stephanie & Vic Cohen
Stephanie Simmons
Stephen Alexander
Steve & Joanne Green
Steve & Kathy Daitch
Steve & Mary Connell
Steve Harris
Steven Lehukey
Stu & Elizabeth Nibley
Stuart Kingston Gallery LLC
Susan Livingstone
Susan Sokolov
Susan White, PhD, CMC - Sussex 
Environmental
Suzanne E. Worrall
Sysco Eastern Maryland
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
Taylor Bank
TBIC
Teklits Family
Teresa Figgs & Tamara Jobe
Terry & Maureen Griffith
The Angles
The Anne Powell Group
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Carl M. Freeman Foundation
The Dispatch
The Meoli Companies
The Trexler Foundation, Jeff Abarbanel & 
David Goldner
The Windrow Group
Thomas & Martha Carper

Thomas Allingham
Tidewater Utilities
Tim & Ellen Collins
Today Media
Todd & Aimee Flubacher
Todd & Candace Hickman
Tom & Joanna Lyckberg
Tom & Karla Morgan
Tom & Nancy Cole
Tom Bowersox & Christine Shreve
Tommy O’Hagan
Tony & Eileen DeMichael
Troon Golf
Twig & Charlie Burton
UBS Financial Services
United Bank
United Restoration
Vance & Sherri Mitzner
Vendini
Verizon Foundation
Victor & Deborah DiNoia
Vincent & Debra Killeen
Vita Pickrum
W. Christopher Smith, Jr.
W. Russell & Norma Ramsey Foundation
Warren & Jody Hayden
Waves of Color, Inc.
William & Nancy Britt
William E. Pease MD
WMDT 47
Wockenfuss Candies
Worcester Preparatory School
WSFS Bank
Zaccagnini Family

Lending us their time, treasures, and talents for our cause

Based on donations of $150 or more
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2016
FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Interest & Investment Income

Grants

Fundraising & Sponsorships

Ticket & Concession Sales54%

37%

6%

3%

TOTAL
REVENUE

& SUPPORT
Management & General Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

Performance & Related Expenses

TOTAL
EXPENSES

80%

16%

4%

REVENUE & SUPPORT      $ in Thousands
 
Ticket & Concession Sales (net of Cost of Goods Sold)  $     1,936
Fundraising & Sponsorships (including In-kind Donations)      1,360
Grants - Local, State, Regional, Foundations          227
Interest & Investment Income             121

TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT     $              3,644

EXPENSES 
Performance & Related Expenses    $              2,794
Fundraising Expenses             545
Management & General Expenses            132

TOTAL EXPENSES      $               3,471

The Joshua M. Freeman Foundation is recognized 
by the IRS as a 501(c)3 public charity.

(Unaudited)
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On to  the next Stage

At the end of the 2016 season we said goodbye to a mainstay at The Freeman 
Stage — the wooden, covered stage that has been the backdrop of many 

memories and the platform for thousands of performers. Although we are sad to 
see it go, the removal of the stage signifies our growth as an organization because 

of the love and support we’ve received from the community. A different stage 
will be in place at The Freeman Stage starting in 2017, which will allow for more 

diverse programming as well as a more desirable experience for the performers and 
production team. This different stage is just the next step in our evolution, which will 

continue with a new venue, called the Coastal Arts Pavilion at Freeman Park. 

Our Future
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Enjoy this Stage in your life!

OUR MISSION
Partnering to present memorable performances 
and provide inspired arts education for all.

31556 Winterberry Parkway
Selbyville, DE 19975

freemanfoundation.org


